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Dickerson Park Zoo, City of Springfield release joint statement regarding industrial
accident that that took life of zookeeper

At approximately 8:45 a.m., Springfield Police ardergency responders were dispatched to
Dickerson Park Zoo in response to an accidentabairred in the zoo's elephant container.
Senior zookeeper and elephant manager John PBiilligford, 62, and other staff were handling
an elephant when the accident occurred. BradfoB®-gear-employee of the zoo, died as a
result of his injuries. His family, who are locatedtside of Springfield, have been notified. No
other zoo employees were injured.

"This is very sad day for the Zoo family, as wedlar community as a whole," said Mike
Crocker, assistant parks director / zoo director.

Chaplains are assisting staff, and the zoo rentges to visitors.
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